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On another occasion, Duchessé’ nastasia leaves the d'Alessi manor to the main town square. There are
plentlful watersways, beautiful architecture, and_ytl.sgry tq_be explored Duchessa Anastasia faIIs into the
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Venice was a bustling city of maritime trade, not only for the Apennine Peninsula, but also as a
source of goods to other European nations Local Venetians used these thin estuaries as a typical
means of tra spor th ut the city. he a tho Wwrote thelscene wherein Duchessa Anastasia
falls into the ater ay monstrat re life hat was typical as public transport for
many was an tntsual v s I ttfaction,causing fort e malden+to take a misstep and fall.

Duca Leandro becomes Duchessa  Anastasia's suitor. During their  courtship, they become better
acquainted wnfh oneg, another. They ||'eveal more 'of thein identities, yet the maiden is still not yet fully
familiar with exactly who this courtieris. It is of no matter for now; they have grown in immense affection
for one another. There is nothing that can intervene with what the hand of Providence has ordained for
them. On one outing, the duchessa displays a quirky moment when she speaks with her beau concerning
the clinging vine outside a manor. Leandro is astonished by her whimsical disclosure though he

appreciates yet another aspect of her personality that she has revealed.

6. In several historical romance novels, the characters are well-bred with articulate speech, are able to
play an instrument and quite knowledgeable of the artistic culture that defines their country as well
as that of others. Authors have used these characteristics of setting in order to transport the
reader into a particular century. Yet the author is aware that regardless of the era in which man
and woman may find themselves in, problems, varying personalities and even small moments of

A triumph transcend this boundary. The author described Duchessa Anastasia with the typical traits
of that era, but in this intimate moment that she has shared with Duca Leandro, she is open,
bemused, and amenable to his response though she may not know what it will be. The duca
attempts to further the moment in which Anastasia will still find comfort in her fiancé's presence.

This tenderness is what some may actually deem atypical of 18" century courtships due to the
nature of their formality. Nevertheless, the author asserts that the intimate presence between
Leandro and Anastasia justifies the duchessa's moment of whimsy.

Before Giorgio is eventually cleared of the allegations that the Crown has levied against him, he is
interrogated by the Council of Ten. This is where more of Giorgio's unfortunate background is revealed.

7. The author performed research to determine whether there was a sort of law enforcement agency
during 18" century Venice. The Council of Ten was an actual investigative entity that existed during
this time. It had its own rules, yet it remained under the authority of the Venetian king and indeed
investigated matters such as treason. Though violence may not have been characteristic of the
Council, the intense nature of their tactics likely did occur.

Duchessa Anastasia is accompanied to the Carnevale masquerade ball by her younger servant, Capriana.
The duchessa is also escorted by her fiancé, Duca Leandro.

8. The Carnevale of Venezia celebration had its roots in religious holiday. Over the years the
celebrations extended, indulgence both in food and intimate relations became widespread. The
celebrations would last throughout the night and the wearers of masks could not conceal much of
the decadence they had partook of.

While at the ball, Capriana discovers one of the persons responsible for framing Giorgio. Before she is able
to disclose, she falls and is injured. As she convalesces in the private quarters of the hosting mansion, she
is about to be murdered. Giorgio, who was not supposed to be present at the gathering, saves the sedated
Capriana, just as he was there to save Duchessa Anastasia in the waterway.
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